


THE BABEL SCHOOL OF DANCE
Risk Assessment – Main Hall
Venue: Heston Community School, Heston Road, Hounslow, TW5 0QR
Persons involved: Students of Babel School of Dance aged 3–18 years, teachers, staff, parents/carers and visitors
Date of assessment: 23 August 2026
Days of use: Friday
Term dates: Term time only – Academic Year 2026–27
Person responsible: Sara Ridley, Principal
Review date: August 2027, or sooner following a significant incident or change in circumstances

Risk Rating
Risk should be considered according to both the severity of potential harm and the likelihood of it occurring after the control measures below have been applied.
Severity: Minor / Moderate / Major
Likelihood: Unlikely / Possible / Likely
Residual Risk: Low / Medium / High
Any hazard assessed as High Risk must be addressed before the relevant activity continues.



Risk Assessment
	Hazard
	Persons at Risk
	Potential Harm
	Control Measures in Place
	Residual Risk
	Action if Incident Occurs

	Trips from bags, equipment, chairs, tables or electrical cables
	Students, staff, parents/carers and visitors
	Falls, sprains or other injury
	Electrical cables are positioned against walls or appropriately secured. Bags and personal belongings are kept away from the dance space and walkways. Chairs and tables are positioned safely away from exits. Teaching areas and access routes are kept clear.
	Low
	Stop the class if necessary. Provide first aid. Move other students away from the area. Record the incident in accordance with the Accident and Incident Procedure and remove or control the hazard.

	Slips caused by wet, dirty or unsuitable flooring
	Students and staff
	Falls and injury
	Teacher visually checks the dance area before class. Spillages are dealt with promptly. Students should not dance on a surface considered unsafe.
	Low
	Stop activity immediately and make the area safe. Provide first aid where required and report any venue defect.

	Damaged or unsuitable floor surface
	Students and staff
	Trips, falls or dance-related injury
	Floor is visually checked before classes. Significant defects are reported to the Community Centre. The class will be adapted, moved or stopped if the floor is unsafe.
	Low
	Stop the affected activity. Obtain assistance and first aid where necessary. Record and report the defect.

	Unsuitable clothing or footwear
	Students
	Slips, trips, restriction of movement or injury
	Students are encouraged to wear Babel School of Dance uniform and recommended footwear. Clothing and footwear considered unsafe for the activity will not be permitted. Hair should be appropriately secured where required and unsafe jewellery may be removed.
	Low
	Student may be asked to modify or cease participation until appropriately dressed. First aid provided if an injury occurs.

	Collision between students during dance activities
	Students
	Bumps, falls, strains or other injury
	Class numbers are appropriate for available space. Teachers organise spacing and movement patterns carefully and give clear instructions. Activities are appropriate to students' age and ability.
	Low
	Stop activity, assess any injury and provide first aid where necessary. Review spacing or choreography before continuing.

	Muscle strain or dance-related physical injury
	Students
	Strains, sprains and related injury
	Classes include appropriate physical preparation and warm-up. Skills are taught progressively and according to age, experience and ability. Students are encouraged to report pain, injury or illness.
	Low
	Student stops the activity and is assessed. First aid provided where appropriate. Parent/carer informed where necessary.

	Student participating while injured or unwell
	Students
	Existing condition worsened or medical incident
	Parents/carers are asked to provide relevant health and medical information. Students are encouraged to tell teachers if they are injured or unwell. Teachers may modify or stop a student's participation where there is a safety concern.
	Low
	Stop participation. Provide first aid or obtain medical assistance as appropriate. Contact parent/carer where necessary.

	Overcrowding / insufficient dance space
	Students and staff
	Collisions, falls and reduced supervision
	Class numbers and activities are considered in relation to available space. Students are positioned to allow safe movement. Activities are adapted if the available space becomes restricted.
	Low
	Stop or modify the activity and reorganise students before continuing.

	Equipment or props used during dance activities
	Students and staff
	Trips, impact or other injury
	Equipment is checked before use where appropriate. Students receive instructions regarding safe use. Damaged or unsuitable equipment is removed from use.
	Low
	Stop use immediately. Provide first aid where required and remove defective equipment.

	Electrical equipment and cables
	Students, staff and visitors
	Electric shock, burns or trip hazards
	Equipment is visually checked before use. Damaged cables or equipment are not used. Cables are kept away from the main teaching space wherever possible. Sockets are not overloaded.
	Low
	Disconnect equipment if safe to do so. Prevent access to the area and report the defect. Obtain emergency assistance if required.

	Fire / need for emergency evacuation
	Everyone present
	Burns, smoke inhalation or other serious injury
	Fire exits and escape routes are kept clear. Staff are familiar with the venue's emergency procedure and assembly point. Students are instructed to follow teachers promptly. Fire drill procedures are reviewed/practised as appropriate.
	Low
	Raise alarm and evacuate immediately. Call emergency services as required. Account for students at the assembly point. Do not re-enter until authorised.

	Blocked fire exits
	Everyone present
	Delayed evacuation
	Tables, chairs, bags and equipment must never obstruct emergency exits or evacuation routes. Teacher checks the teaching area before classes begin.
	Low
	Remove obstruction immediately where safe. If an exit cannot be used safely, report to venue management and do not continue activities where evacuation arrangements are inadequate.

	Doors, entrances and exits
	Students, particularly younger children
	Trapped fingers, collisions or unauthorised departure
	Younger students are appropriately supervised. Doors and access arrangements are monitored during classes. Students are reminded not to run through doorways.
	Low
	Provide first aid where necessary and review supervision/control measures.

	Young children leaving the teaching area unsupervised
	Younger students
	Child becoming lost or exposed to risk
	Students are supervised during classes. Younger students are not permitted to leave without the teacher's knowledge. Arrival and collection arrangements are followed.
	Low
	Follow the School's Missing/Uncollected Child and safeguarding procedures and contact parent/carer as appropriate.

	Parent/carer waiting areas
	Parents, carers, students and visitors
	Congestion, blocked exits or trip hazards
	Parents/carers waiting for students must not block corridors, doors, fire exits or the teaching space.
	Low
	Ask individuals to move to a safer location and keep access routes clear.

	Manual handling of chairs, tables or equipment
	Staff
	Back or musculoskeletal injury
	Heavy or awkward items are moved carefully and assistance sought when necessary. Students are not asked to move items inappropriate for their age or ability.
	Low
	Stop task and obtain assistance. First aid/medical advice sought where appropriate.

	Inadequate temperature or ventilation
	Students and staff
	Discomfort, overheating, dehydration or illness
	Teachers monitor the environment and student welfare. Activity intensity may be modified. Students should have reasonable access to drinking water.
	Low
	Reduce or stop activity where necessary and obtain assistance if a student becomes unwell.

	Medical emergency
	Students, staff or visitors
	Serious illness or injury
	Relevant student medical information is available to appropriate staff. First-aid arrangements and emergency contact information are available. Staff know how to summon emergency assistance.
	Low
	Call 999 where required. Provide appropriate first aid. Contact parent/carer and follow the Accident and Incident Procedure.

	Failure to adequately supervise students
	Students
	Accident, unsafe behaviour or safeguarding concern
	Teachers maintain appropriate supervision throughout classes. Activities are organised according to students' ages, numbers and abilities.
	Low
	Stop unsafe activity, ensure students are accounted for and report any significant incident.

	Unauthorised photography or mobile-phone use
	Students and staff
	Privacy or safeguarding concern; distraction causing accident
	Students follow the Mobile Phone and Personal Device Policy. Photography and filming require appropriate authorisation. Phones are kept away during lessons unless being used with the teacher's permission.
	Low
	Stop unauthorised use. Manage according to the Mobile Phone, Photography/Filming and Safeguarding procedures where appropriate.

	Safeguarding concern arising at the venue
	Students
	Risk to child's welfare
	Staff follow Babel School of Dance's Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy and Code of Conduct. Concerns are reported promptly to the Designated Safeguarding Lead.
	Low
	Follow safeguarding procedures immediately. Do not investigate independently beyond what is necessary to protect the child.

	Stairs leading to upstairs studio
	Students, staff, parents/carers and visitors
	Slips, trips and falls; potentially serious injury
	Stairs and handrails should be kept clear and in good condition. Adequate lighting should be maintained. Students should walk, not run, on stairs and use the handrail where appropriate. Bags and equipment must not be left on stairs or landings. Younger children should be appropriately supervised. Congestion should be avoided, particularly at class changeover times. Any spillages, damage or lighting faults should be reported immediately to venue management.
	
	




General Control Measures
Before classes begin, the teacher should make a reasonable visual check of the teaching space and ensure that:
· exits and escape routes are clear;
· the floor appears safe and dry;
· obvious trip hazards have been removed;
· equipment being used appears safe;
· furniture does not obstruct the teaching area;
· adequate space is available for the planned activities; and
· any significant concern is dealt with before students begin dancing.
· stairs, landings and handrails are clear and safe
Teachers should remain alert throughout the session because hazards and circumstances may change after the initial check.

Accident Procedure
If an accident occurs:
1. Stop the activity where necessary.
2. Make the immediate area safe.
3. Assess the injured person and obtain first-aid assistance where required.
4. Move other students away and maintain appropriate supervision.
5. Call 999 where emergency medical assistance is required.
6. Contact the student's parent/carer where appropriate.
7. Record the incident in accordance with the Babel School of Dance Accident and Incident Procedure.
8. Review the cause of the incident and amend this risk assessment where necessary.

Emergency Evacuation
In an emergency:
· the activity must stop immediately;
· students should leave belongings behind;
· students should follow their teacher calmly to the appropriate exit;
· staff should direct students to the designated assembly point;
· attendance information should be used to help account for students;
· students should remain with their teacher until instructed otherwise; and
· nobody should re-enter the building until authorised to do so.

Review
This risk assessment will be reviewed:
· annually;
· following a significant accident or near miss;
· if the venue or teaching arrangements change;
· if new equipment or activities are introduced;
· if a new hazard is identified; or
· if there is reason to believe that existing control measures are no longer sufficient.

Assessment completed by: Sara Ridley
Position: Principal, Babel School of Dance
Signature: ______________________________________
Date: 23 August 2026
Next review: August 2027
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